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of the white child prepares him for life in a dominant society,
and the education of the black child for a subordinate society/'
If the native is subordinate and is to remain subordinate, all he
requires is a certain amount of elementary education in a ver-
nacular and such vocational education as is suitable to his
inferior economic status. This, as I said, is the extreme view
held by the white men in South Africa, Kenya, and Rhodesia
who regard white men as a Herrenvolk and whose policy is
directed to maintaining the political and economic ascendancy
of the Herrenvolk. But in less crude forms the view has in fact
determined the policy of many who favour vernacular rather
than English as the language of education for Africans, who
would limit them as far as possible to elementary and "voca-
tional" education, and who would reduce to a minimum their
opportunities of higher education.

Lastly we corne to the vexed problem of "indirect rule."
In recent years indirect rule has become the fashionable policy
in British colonial Africa. The system consists in using or
creating native institutions as the organs of government, so
that the European official does not rule the Africans directly,
but indirectly through native authorities. It is usually maintained
that the system was invented by Lord Lugard in Nigeria. It
is true that, thanks to Lord Lugard, Nigeria has provided the
most highly developed and deliberate experiment in indirect
rule and that it has had a considerable influence upon our
policy in other African territories. But in the broadest sense the
system is not a modern invention. Politically, the British are
incorrigibly opportunist, and the Crown Colony type of
government, though fundamentally paternal and authori-
tarian., has always at the same time had a tendency to rule
"indirectly" by preserving, creating, and using native insti-
tutions. Forty years ago, when I was a district officer in Ceylon,
my rule was no doubt to a large extent "direct/5 but in the
villages it was also to a large extent indirect, for I ruled indirectly
through the native authorities, the headmen and the Gansabhawa
or native court. The same was true in nearly all British Crown